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I am pleased to introduce you to ‘Opening Doors’ the first  
in our newsletters to Primary Schools highlighting the many 
activities for children, pupils and parents that are being  
organised by both the charity, The Schools of King Edward VI  
in Birmingham and the schools themselves.

You may recall that earlier in the year we made changes to the admissions policies  
of  our five free grammar schools in order to provide opportunities for bright children 
from less advantaged backgrounds to enter these schools. The pilot scheme we ran 
to ‘familiarise’ children with our schools proved to be very successful with over 600 
children from primary schools across the city attending our schools for five, two hour 
sessions of  learning and fun. Approximately 60% of  those children sat the 11+ test 
with over 20% being from a disadvantaged background. We hope that the children 
and parents will now see that there are opportunities to enter our grammar schools 
and we know that over 50 of  these children scored sufficiently to be considered for 
entry into at least one of  our grammar schools.

The initiatives that you will read about in this first issue represent historic and  
pivotal changes locally which place our schools at the forefront of  educational 
engagement across the United Kingdom.        

I look forward to seeing some of  these initiatives being 
delivered and hearing of  more success stories as we  
look to continue our ‘Opening Doors’ campaign  
across the City.

Mr. Jim Beeston OBE,  
Chairman of Governors 
The Schools of King Edward VI in Birmingham
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Feedback on the familiarisation days has been extremely 
positive and they will be repeated in 2015.  Dates are 
included in this newsletter and follow-up letters with  
more details will be sent out soon.

Following my departure as Headteacher from Small 
Heath School and Sixth Form Centre, I am delighted 
to be involved in the ‘Opening Doors’ developments 
which are going to impact significantly on opportunities 
available to able and talented children from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.

We hope that this first newsletter will update you  
on the progress we are making and the opportunities 
available during the spring term, 2015, and will encourage 
you to become more and more involved in our programme 
of  activities and professional development courses.   
I would also like to thank all the primary colleagues who 
have invited me into their schools and who have been so 
supportive of  the widening access strategy.  I am always 
willing to visit schools or partnerships of  schools and 
should you wish to invite me, then please email me at 
openingdoors@ske.uk.net. 

Our Widening Access strategy, or, ‘Opening Doors’ is developing rapidly and the 
familiarisation days, organised by The Schools of King Edward VI, during May and  
June 2014, seem an age ago.  However, they were extremely successful involving some  
65 primary schools and 650 pupils.  This resulted in over 340 pupils sitting the 11+ test and  
out of those pupils, 136 were eligible for Pupil Premium with 50 scoring 200 or more on the test.

Welcome from Pete Slough, Director of  Access

A team from Harborne Primary School has been 
crowned the maths champions in the final of a  
city-wide maths competition organised by five  
boys from King Edward’s School, Birmingham. 
Almost 50 state primary schools from Birmingham and beyond 
entered teams of  Year 6 pupils into the competition which is 
designed to stretch their abilities whilst having fun. The top 10 
teams competed in the final on Friday, 12 December 2014. 
Harborne Primary School won the competition, closely tailed by 
Coppice Primary (Sutton Coldfield) in second place, and Acocks 
Green Primary School and Woodthorpe in equal third place.
Vidy Reddy,  Jeremy Ho and Suhayl Fazal in Year 12 and  
Johnny Allen and Kiri Koumi in Year 13 at King Edward’s 
wrote the questions for the competing primary school children, 
which included a cross-number and maths relay races. 
Jeremy Ho, one of  the boys who organised the competition, 
said: “We’ve loved seeing all the children coming to our school 
to compete in the heats. They have so much energy and 
enthusiasm for mathematics!”
Tom Arbuthnott, Director of  Outreach at King Edward’s 
School, said: “It’s wonderful to see so many schools taking part 
in this activity and I know that their pupils – and ours – have 
benefited from the extra stretch and challenge provided by it. 
Congratulations to the team from Harborne Primary School 
who were the overall winners.
“Through sharing our resources, our teachers and our facilities 
with primary schools, we can help challenge their brightest 
children. By organising competitions like this, and through 
the outreach programme in general, we are showing how 
independent schools can make a constructive difference  
in their local communities and work with lots of  schools  
to raise aspirations.” 

State-funded primary schools from across the West Midlands 
have taken part in the competition, ranging from Walsall to 
Moseley, and Sutton Coldfield to Kings Heath. There will be 
another maths competition for Year 4 pupils starting in  
January 2015. 
The primary schools that qualified for the final were:  
Acocks Green, Chad Vale, Colmore, Four Oaks, Harborne, 
Coppice (Sutton Coldfield), Moseley CE, Park Hall (Walsall),  
Penns and Woodthorpe.
King Edward’s School has a vibrant outreach programme  
which the Primary Schools Maths competition forms part of. 
Each year the school runs over 120 master classes, engaging  
with 10,700 primary school children in over 140 schools.
To find out more about the outreach programme at  
King Edward’s School, visit: www.kes.org.uk/outreach

Harborne Primary School 
crowned maths champions



We are pleased to announce that  
following discussions with senior officials 
at Birmingham Airport we will be further 
developing the educational facility already 
based there. 

‘The Learning Hub @ Birmingham Airport’ was 
formerly known as Flight School and Andy Holding, 
Community Affairs Manager for the airport said:  
“I had previously worked very closely with Pete Slough 
when he was Head of  Small Heath School to develop a 
learning environment which inspires children. With views 
across the runway the children who visit find it to be an 
inspirational learning zone. The airport is like a small 

town and the businesses that are on site require many 
skills which can be translated across the curriculum with 
lessons focussing on physics, geography, engineering, 
retail, food, leisure or hospitality to name a few.” 

John Collins, Secretary to the Governors of  The Schools 
of  King Edward VI in Birmingham said: “We are 
very aware that the majority of  our schools are sited in 
central or west of  Birmingham and we wanted a facility 
where we could offer educational sessions for teachers, 
pupils and their parents. The Learning Hub will be 
used to provide challenging activities for primary school 
pupils and professional development opportunities for 
their staff. It will have a strong STEM focus and will 
be supported by several national science organisations. 
This excellent facility is very much a part of  our 
‘Opening Doors’ strategy. We hope that our partnership 
with primary school teachers will not only provide 
opportunities to develop their own skills but will equip 
them with material to stretch their most able pupils.”

The Learning Hub will be used to deliver professional 
development courses for teachers, a range of  activities for 
children and family learning days. The facility will be free 
to use and you can contact openingdoors@ske.uk.net 
for more details. 

THE LEARNING

AT

THE LEARNING

 The King Edward VI ‘Promise’ is being 
developed which will provide pupils eligible 

for receiving Pupil Premium access to a 
range of  financial benefits.

Discussions are ongoing regarding our Outdoor 
Education/Environmental Studies programme.   

We plan to offer outdoor adventure days and 
residential experiences together with a ‘Forest 
School’ programme, ecological activities and  

horticultural fun!

We are delighted to be working with FROG 
Education on the establishment of  our new 
virtual learning environment.  This on-line 
presence will provide schools with resources  
for pupils, teachers and parents.  This will  

be launched in the Spring Term.

The Learning Hub @ Birmingham Airport

Coming Soon



Denis Ramplin, Director of  Marketing & Communications for 
the charity, The Schools of  King Edward VI in Birmingham 
said: “This art event provides our own eight schools with many 
opportunities to continue to engage with the City. A significant 
number of  pupils in all of  our schools do a considerable 
amount of  charitable work already and we are delighted that 
the events they create with their own owls will support the 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital.”

The Big Hoot will be the largest ever mass participation art 
event ever held in the City and will see over 100 individually 
designed 165cm (5ft 6ins) tall owl statues appearing throughout 
the city over ten weeks during summer 2015, helping to 
showcase the creative and cultural appeal of  Birmingham.

In addition to our own eight schools having their own owl  
to decorate, as sponsors, we also have a large owl to be named 

and decorated. Heads of  Art across the schools of  King 
Edward VI will run a competition for pupils with the winner 
working alongside one of  Birmingham’s professional artists  
to reproduce the winning design on the large owl. Decisions  
as to where the owl will be sited will have to be made,  
so watch this space. 

We are looking forward to working with ‘The Big Hoot’ and 
will be providing a focused citywide education programme 
in partnership with local schools thus encouraging teachers 
to use creativity to enhance learning. The scheme will offer 
an opportunity for children to decorate 200, 90cm ‘owlet’ 
sculptures, which will be displayed at various venues for the 
duration of  the event, before being returned to the schools  
to keep as a memento of  their participation.

Pete Slough, Director of  Access commented: “The Big Hoot 
compliments our own initiatives with primary schools as we 
look to provide opportunities in our schools for children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. The sculptures will be brought to 
life by local artists and will create a colourful trail of  art across 
the City. We hope that this will encourage younger children  
to explore parts of  their City that they might not have  
visited before.”

Sarah-Jane Marsh, Chief  Executive of  Birmingham Children’s 
Hospital, said: “Having The Schools of  King Edward VI  
as a sponsor is great news. King Edward’s School has been  
a valued supporter of  our hospital for many years. We look 
forward to having all the schools in the King Edward VI family 
helping us work towards raising half  a million pounds for the 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital.”

In the late 1800’s King Edward’s School set up a cot fund  
to buy new beds for the hospital. Although this cot fund 
no longer exists the school still raise funds for Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital.

Sally-Ann Wilkinson, director of  Wild in Art said: “We’re 
proud to unveil our latest project, ‘The Big Hoot’, which will 
be brought to life throughout Birmingham over ten weeks this 
summer. The initiative is designed to unite communities and 
boost the profile of  the City as a whole, and we’re looking 
forward to getting started and to working with The Schools  
of  King Edward VI in Birmingham.”

To find out more about the opportunities on offer,  
and for more information about the project, please visit  
www.thebighoot.co.uk or email info@thebighoot.co.uk

To find out more about The Big Hoot Schools Packages,  
go to www.thebighoot.co.uk/schools or email 
education@thebighoot.co.uk

We are delighted to announce our sponsorship of the educational element of ‘The Big Hoot’, 
which will see large feathered friends in the form of owls make Birmingham their home 
throughout 2015. 

Proud sponsors of…





The King Edward VI Aston sports facilities on Trinity 
Road, Aston are home to the King Edward School Sports 
Partnership. The organisation has existed for twelve 
years, and in 2012 primary schools were offered the 
opportunity to receive support through a package  
of continuing professional development and  
coaching programs. 
The partnership is run by the School Games Organiser/
Partnership Development Manager Alex Smith and she is assisted 
by a Sports Partnership Administrator Bernadette Concannon. 
Together they work with a number of  coaches and are constantly 
looking for ways to develop and support the schools with a 
comprehensive program of: 
•  Continued Professional Development supporting the development 

of  the PE coordinator, Newly Qualified Teachers, Early Years 
staff, key stage 1 and 2 staff and lunchtime supervisors. 

  The partnership listen to colleagues in schools in order to  
ensure that the training offered is relevant and fulfilling a need. 
A course for PE coordinators to learn more about the techniques 
of  lesson observation was recently held and in 2015 there will 
be a course for NQTs as well as a course for Early Years staff to 
develop the teaching of  PE. The partnership will also be running 
a rounders course for any staff wanting to know more about 
teaching rounders.

As a member of the King Edward VI Aston School  
Sport Partnership schools have access to:
•  A developing program of  support throughout the year.
•  Opportunities for leadership training for children through the 

Play leader training. Children will receive a badge and log book 
and their efforts are recognised with certificates marking the 
number of  volunteer hours undertaken.

•  Throughout the year we will look for further opportunities to 
support and develop physical education and school sport. 

•  The support of  a network of  coaches working out of  school 
hours with groups of  children preparing them for competition.

•  Coaches are also available to help increase the opportunities 
for all children to be active and increase the range of  sport and 
activity available in schools. 

•  Where appropriate, coaches are available to work alongside 
teachers during curriculum time to help increase skills and 
confidence in teaching PE.

•  Support with planning the curriculum, applying for Sainsbury’s 
School Games Mark, and looking at other funding opportunities.

 CONTACT
 Visit www.kessp.com for more information  
 or call 0121 554 6638.
 Alex Smith SGO  
 T: 07930 840 339  E: a.smith@keaston.bham.sch.uk
 Bernadette Concannon  
 T: 07794 372 719   E: b.concannon@keaston.bham.sch.uk

The Schools of King Edward VI in Birmingham will 
proudly sponsor the distribution of a not for profit film that 
contains over 100 facts about the City of Birmingham. All 
primary schools in the city will receive the ‘More Canals 
than Venice’ DVD in 2015 along with lesson plans which 
teachers can use to inform their pupils about the many 
unique and fascinating events that are part of our history. 
The film was produced by The Birmingham Film Company and 
was recently shortlisted for a Royal Television Society Award.
Birmingham film-maker Steve Rainbow said: “Alexander Parkes 
invented plastic here, radar was invented here, the Spitfire was 
made here, the original Mini and the Football League started here, 
lawn tennis began here and the Cadbury family founded the iconic 
chocolate brand here – to name just a few noteworthy facts about 
our city.”
John Collins, Secretary to the Governors of  the charity, said:  
“Many children will not be aware of  the history of  Birmingham 
and the film covers a wide variety of  subjects as diverse as the City’s 
pivotal role in the Industrial Revolution to the incredible music 
that originates here. The film is the perfect start for our ‘Opening 
Doors’ campaign where we are looking to engage with the primary 
schools of  Birmingham to widen access and offer opportunities at 
our selective schools for bright children who are from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.” 

Director of  Access, Pete Slough,  
said: “In addition to the film we 
have also enclosed a booklet which 
contains a set of  lesson plans that 
complement the DVD. We will 
also be looking to use the historical 
content of  the DVD on a virtual 
learning platform which we are 
currently developing with a company called FROG 
Education which is leading the way with the use of  technology  
to enhance learning and teaching.” 
The lesson plans have been produced by Laura Pollitt (nee Cookson) 
who teaches at Grendon Primary School in Kings Heath. In addition 
to being Joint Curriculum Leader at Grendon, Laura is also a  
Lead Practitioner and member of  the Senior Management Team.
Having had the opportunity to create these lesson plans Laura  
has also had the benefit of  using the DVD for a Year 4 class  
‘All about Birmingham’ project. “The ‘More Canals than Venice’ 
DVD enhanced the knowledge and understanding of  their local 
environment. The facts were reinforced by an open bus tour around 
the City which the children loved and I highly recommend.”
Please contact openingdoors@ske.uk.net if  you would like  
to receive a FREE COPY of  this DVD.

Sports Opportunities At 
King Edward VI Aston

Free DVD For Primary Schools 



Mentoring activities run by Sixth Form students are also available from many of  the schools.

For more details on any of  the activities taking place during the Spring Term please contact: 
openingdoors@ske.uk.net 

Calendar

Some forthcoming events, Spring Term 2015

   King Edward’s School: Challenge Days
 Chess competition
 Heats, Y4 Maths competition
 Shakespeare workshops
 Ogden Trust ‘Forces’ CPD
 Sports outreach after half  term

   King Edward VI High School for Girls: Extreme Physics Challenge Workshops
  
   King Edward VI Camp Hill School for Girls: Languages in the primary classroom:  
 practical strategies and clever tricks – CPD

   King Edward VI Camp Hill School for Boys: Rocks, minerals and fossils – 
 Design Technology workshop and competition

   Flight School, Birmingham Airport & The Primary Science CPD, ‘Earth, Moon and Sun’
   Physics Factory, King Edward VI Five Ways:

   King Edward VI Five Ways School: Saturday masterclasses, English, Y4 and Y5

   King Edward VI Aston School: Masterclasses

   King Edward VI Handsworth School for Girls: Literacy project

   King Edward VI Sheldon Heath Academy:  Regular primary school learning days are  
provided for schools in the community

King Edward VI  
Aston and Handsworth Girls
• Wednesday 10 June
• Thursday 18 June
• Thursday 26 June
• Tuesday 07 July
• Saturday 11 July

King Edward VI  
Camp Hill Boys and Girls
• Tuesday 02 June
• Tuesday 09 June
• Tuesday 16 June
• Tuesday 23 June
• Saturday 27 June

King Edward VI  
Five Ways 
• Wednesday 03 June
• Wednesday 10 June
• Wednesday 17 June
• Wednesday 24 June
• Saturday 27 June

A similar format of  familiarisation to last year is planned leading up to a test during the Saturday session  
at which parents will be invited to tour the school.

Schools who participated last year will receive more details on the course, early in the spring term.   
Schools who would like to receive details please email openingdoors@ske.uk.net

The following dates have been agreed:

Familiarisation Dates



The Schools of  King Edward VI,  
Foundation Office, Edgbaston Park Road, 
Birmingham B15 2UD

www.schoolsofkingedwardvi.co.uk

... TO OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE  
CHILDREN OF BIRMINGHAM.

Opening doors...

The charity, The Schools of King Edward VI in Birmingham has launched its ‘Opening Doors’ campaign with a series  
of initiatives that are being implemented across the City of Birmingham by its schools, affiliated partners and their  
website schoolsofkingedwardvi.co.uk which will be providing professional teaching resources for primary schools.

  OPENING DOORS WITH A VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT… 

  OPENING DOORS WITH PRIMARY SCHOOLS…

  OPENING DOORS WITH PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS…

  OPENING DOORS WITH PARENTS…

  OPENING DOORS WITH BUSINESS PARTNERS…

  OPENING DOORS IN THE CITY…

  OPENING DOORS TO OUR SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES…

  OPENING DOORS WITH YOU…

If you want us to ‘Open Doors’ with you please visit 
www.schoolsofkingedwardvi.co.uk/openingdoors


